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the eminent authors of the Romanticist Age. For Fitnet is
a true Romanticist through the directness and spontaneity
of her verse, though like most of her contemporaries she
was largely affected by the influence of the Third Persianist
School. Her admiration for the genius of her friend Raghib
Pasha and the effect which his work produced upon her
mind can be clearly traced in many of the philosophic poems
which, as we have said, form one of the salient features of
her Dfwan.

It should be added that Fitnet's little volume contains
several sharqis and a good many riddles.

The two following ghazels show the grace and delicacy
which distinguish this lady's love poetry.

Ghazel. [390]

Whene'er that rosebud1 smiles, the loses, shamed, are blushing icd;
Whene'er those trcs&es wave, the jacinth, envious, bows the head.

Beneath the claw of love he'll fall, though he the canqa be,
Whene'er that falcon-glance of thine against the hcait is sped.

That yet unopened losebud fair shall smile as doth the rose
Whene'er the tears of heaits lovelorn aie dew-like o'er it shed.

Thine every hair doth turn a snake 2 to guaid the hoard of grace
Whene'er the comb doth o'er thy cheek the dusky linglets spread.

An if thy purpose, Fitnet, be to yield thy life foi love,

Then quit not till thou die the dust afore the loved one's stead.

Ghazel. [391]

LIcaits aic caught in yonder all-enchanting glance's deadly snaie;
Lions fall the prey to yonder Fawns in beauty's field that fare.

1  The rosebud is the beauty's mouth.

2  Tn  the  East a snake  or  dragon  is  supposed  to watch over and guatd
hidden  trcasiue.  Ulack locks of hair arc often compared to suakes, and also
to scoipions.